
 

Note: The Garden Clubs of Illinois 

is saving seed for the Illinois  

Department of Transportation and 

Illinois townships to plant on road-

sides. Here are some harvesting tips 

from Milkweed For Monarchs 

Chairman Kay MacNeil. 
 

Milkweed can be planted anytime. 

Perennial milkweed seed can be 

planted year-round. It can even be 

broadcast on snow like grass seed.  
 

Before harvesting, look for yellow 

milkweed bugs, or aphids. Wipe 

them off the milkweed plant. Red 

milkweed bugs may be aphids or 

beetles. They suck the juice out of 

the seed. Knock them into a bucket 

of soapy water. 
 

Now that you have your bugs under 

control, next is harvesting. Eventu-

ally pods turn 

drab green/brown 

and feel dry and 

you’ll know 

they’re ready for 

harvest. Crack a 

pod. If the seeds 

are white, they 

are not ready. 

Seeds should be 

cocoa brown. 
 

Usually the first pods to crack open 

are the lower ones on the plant 

stalk.  
 

Watch for partial pod cracks and 

then crack them open the rest of the 

way. Hold the pointy end with the 

silk in your left hand and scrape the 

seed at the other end with the 

thumb nail on your right hand into 

a dish.  
 

Seed should be put into a flat box 

(check the corners for holes) to dry. 

Stir the seed periodically to help 

drying. This should take a month or 

so. Seed can be put in paper bags 

but not plastic, as they may mildew 

when first picked or damp  
 

IDOT and the townships will take 

ALL the seed we can give them! Re-

member to separate and mark your 

varieties as to type of seed and drop 

at the GCI Elmhurst office or send 

to Milkweed For Monarchs Chair-

man Kay MacNeil, 689 Golf Club 

Lane, Frankfort, IL 60423. Do NOT 

send uncleaned seed/seed in pods!  
 

Questions?  

Call Kay at 815-469-1294 or email 

kaymac60423@yahoo.com. 

Milkweeds for Monarchs: A Quick Guide 
Mission  
Statement 
We are committed to 

raising the awareness 

of organic gardening 

in our community and 

educating members 

about the benefits and 

methods of 

organic 

gardening 

and other 

environ-

mentally 

sound 

practices. 

 

Meetings 
The Downers Grove 

Organic Gardeners 

meets on the third 

Wednesday of the 

month in January, 

February, March, 

April, June, August, 

September, October 

and November. We 

also have special 

events and field trips.  

 

Membership 
Membership is $20 for 

individuals and $30 

Downers Grove Organic Gardeners 

Garden Gate  
Autumn 2015 



Calendar 

 

October 21  

Paula Fraser from the 

GardenWorks project 

will talk about the 

group’s efforts to bring 

fresh vegetables to  

families in need. 

 

November 11 

PLEASE NOTE 

MEETING DATE 

Mario Olivi from the  

Olive Tap will talk 

about olive oil and  

balsamic vinegars. 

 

PLEASE NOTE:   

There is no December 

meeting. 

 

January 2016 

Illinois GMO Right To 

Know 

 

February 2016 

Seed Starting 

 

March 2016 

Speaker TBA 

 

Watch for information 

about these meetings  

on our website, on our 

Facebook page, and in 

your email.  

 

Have an idea for a 

speaker? Email us! 

 

 

Contact Us 
Email: DownersGroveOrganicGardeners@gmail.com 

Every year we present   

creative and enriching   

programs with your help. 

Thanks to Kathy Olson and 

Quin Filipowicz for hosting 

visits to their gardens in 

August. And thanks also to 

those who made and 

brought food to our Harvest 

Festival in September. 

A Successful Fundraiser for Genesis Growers  
 

The Downers Grove Organic Gardeners purchases herbs and plants from  

Genesis Farms for the May plant sale. Genesis had a rough summer due 

to all the heavy rains and flooding earlier in the season. Vie Restaurant 

in Western Springs hosted a fundraiser for Genesis Growers in Septem-

ber. Eight DGOG members attended, and Vicki Westerhoff, the owner of 

Genesis Growers, was very touched by the contribution from the club.   

 

“I have some wonderful employees who are dedicated to me and this 

work,” Vicki said  “They are not easy to find and I am one blessed em-

ployer to have them.  And, as loyalty is a two-way street, I feel a great 

deal of responsibility to them to provide them a living wage and a steady 

source of income.  I have been very heavy laden knowing that it was go-

ing to be a struggle, if not impossible, to keep them working all year this 

year.” 

 

“With this boost, I am closer to that target and wonderfully energized to 

do all it takes to make the end of this year a profitable one. That energy 

is such a positive force and will work much good on this farm.  Thank 

you again and again and again."  

Thanks to Members For  

Hospitality and Creativity 

 

 
You Can Help Friends of the U of I Extension 
University of Illinois Extension is the flagship outreach effort of the  

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, offering educational pro-

grams —including horticulture — to residents of all of Illinois’ 102 coun-

ties. The DuPage Friends of Extension, a non-profit organization that 

serves to promote and advance extension programs, invites us to their 

fundraisers, held twice each year. Look for information in your e-mail. 


