
 

 

Our Plant Sale Success Is Due to You! 
Mission  
Statement 
We are committed to 

raising the awareness 

of organic gardening 

in our community and 

educating members 

about the benefits and 

methods of organic 

gardening 

and other 

environ-

mentally 

sound 

practices. 

 
Meetings 
The Downers Grove 

Organic Gardeners 

meets on the third 

Wednesday of the 

month in January, 

February, March, 

April, June, August, 

September, October 

and November. We 

also have special 

events and field trips.  

 
Membership 
Membership is $20 for 

individuals and $30 

for families.  

Downers Grove Organic Gardeners 

Garden Gate  
Summer 2016 

Gardening seems easy – just put  

a plant in the ground and let it 

grow. But it’s a bit more compli-

cated than that.  

 

A good crop actually needs 

healthy soil, water, sun, properly-

handled seeds, fertilizer or com-

post, and cooperative weather. 

 

To shoppers, our annual plant sale 

in May might just seem to pop up 

one day, sell great organic plants 

at great prices, and then disap-

pear from Hummer Park for the 

year.  

 

Of course, it’s not that easy. It 

takes a whole garden club to put 

on our biggest fundraiser. You are 

the water, soil, and sun of our club 

and our events! 

 

“It takes a village and our village 

made this year’s plant sale a huge 

success,” said plant sale commit-

tee chairperson Roberta 

Muehlhaus. 

 

Roberta and the committee or-

dered 2,200 vegetables and herbs . 

Most were sold but we donated a 

few a week after the sale.  

 

Thank you also to those of you 

who donated plants from your 

yards. We always have an impres-

sive array of native plants that 

make our sale unique.  

 

Now that your plants are growing, 

share your successes (and disap-

pointments…) with other garden-

ers at our Harvest Fest on 

Wednesday, Sept. 21.  

 

Ask other gardeners questions 

about the season, or offer your ad-

vice on a problem you solved. 

Bring samples of veggies that you 

are proud of, or dishes that you 

made with them.   

 

If you have photos from your gar-

den that you would like to share, 

email to midway117@gmail.com.   

We try to put together a slide 

show for Harvest Fest each year. 

 

Thanks again for all you do to 

make DGOG a place to meet up, 

learn, and continue growing! 

 

Carol Morency, President 

Want to get more involved in DGOG?  
This is the right time!  Email us at  

DownersGroveOrganicGardeners@gmail.com and tell 
us what you’re good at or what you’d like to do. 



Calendar 

 

August 10 

Member Garden Visit: 

Lynn Horne,   

5641 Springside Avenue, 

Downers Grove  

5:30-7:30 PM 

 

September 21 

Annual Harvest Fest, 

7 PM 

Gather to talk about the 

season, share harvest 

recipes, and get advice 

on garden issues. 

 

October 19 

Incredible Bats 

7 PM 

Daniel and Sharon     

Peterson dispel the 

myths surrounding bats. 

They will be bringing 

fruit bats to show us 

how bats are vital to the 

health of natural ecosys-

tems as insect predators 

and pollinators. 

 

November 16 

Plants for Pollinators 

7 PM 

Nikki Dahlin of the Du-

Page Forest Preserve 

District will talk about 

colors and shapes that 

attract pollinators. 

There will also be infor-

mation on monarch 

waystations in DuPage. 

This meeting will be 

at the DG Fire Station 

at 5420 Main Street. 

 

There is no meeting 

in December.  

 

Watch for information 

about these meetings  

on our website, on our 

Facebook page, and in 

Contact Us 
Email: DownersGroveOrganicGardeners@gmail.com 

Website: www.dgorganicgardeners.blogspot.com 

Find us on Facebook! 

 

 Garden Clubs of Illinois Oct. 13 Conference 
The Garden Clubs of Illinois Conservation Conference takes place on 

Thursday, Oct. 13 from 9 AM-2:30 PM at Plymouth Place in   

La Grange. The theme is Gardening for Our Future and featured 

speakers include Jim Kleinwachter from the Conservation Founda-

tion along with information on native landscaping, butterflies, and 

Illinois native habitats. The cost is $25 and includes lunch.  

 Visit www.gardenclubsofillinois.org/#!event-information/cfvg 

for information about this and other GCI events. 

Seed Saving @  

The DG Farmers’ Market  

Volunteers from The Downers Legacy Seed  

Library will show you how to save seed through 

a hands-on demonstration at The Downers 

Grove Farmers Market on Aug. 27 and Sept. 24 

from 7:30 AM to 12:30 PM. The Farmers’ Market is located at the Main 

Street Metra Station.  

 For more information about the Downers Legacy Seed Library, 

visit www.youneedaseed.net. 

Get Better Coffee Beans,  

Save More Birds 

As we learned from Ron Skleney in April, “bird-

friendly” coffee calls for better standards from cof-

fee growers related to shade coverage and diversi-

ty and size of trees to ensure that habitats support a wealth of wildlife. 

 Ron introduced us to Birds and Beans Coffee, which is USDA-

approved 100% organic and certified Bird Friendly by the Smithsonian Mi-

gratory Bird Center. He suggested that DGOG combine orders into one to 

save on shipping costs.  

 If you are interested in ordering bird-friendly coffee with other 

DGOG members, we will have a sign-up sheet at the September Harvest 

Fest.  

 If you have questions about bird-friendly coffee, visit Smithsonian 

Migratory Bird Center at nationalzoo.si.edu/scbi/migratorybirds/coffee. 


